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row. But if their numbers are increased, more and more
will step into the gap, and it will ultimately be filled up bj
men differing only slightly in height.
And thirdly, if they have been selected consciously 01
unconsciously according to some criterion, then theii
ranking according to that or any associated criterion maj
show discontinuity. For example, if they were a "mixec
lot of Guardsmen and Artillery drivers, they would pro
bably fall into distinct size-groups. Here the selection i*
conscious and is set forth on recruiting posters. But i1
might not in every case be so obvious.
And lastly, it cannot be denied that in some cases actual
discontinuity is found, or what is practically discontinuity
There is a continuous range from blonde to brunette, bu1
the red-headed stand apart.
The point of all this is that similar laws have been found
to hold for mental qualities, for temperament, good taste
etc., and particularly for intelligence. There is always a
danger that the use of class names, such as defective, normal
clever, genius, etc., may lead to the belief that these classes
are quite or almost distinct. Thus children were once
rather looked upon as falling into a large group of normaj
children, all very much alike, and two smaller groups, oi
defectives at one end and, at the other, of geniuses, clearlj
marked off from the normal.
Now this is not so, as experiment and statistical obser
vation have clearly shown. If men or children are ranked
for intelligence they form as unbroken a series of steps
from one end of the line to the other as they do in the case
of height. There is not a class of defectives at one end
and of geniuses at the other at all clearly marked off anc
separated sharply from the others. Ther£ is continuity
there are no gaps which cannot be filled in if we increase
our numbers. But there is a difference in the size of the
steps between individuals, a law governing the continuity
which can be best shown by the following considerations.
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